{\rtf1\ansi {\colortbl;\red0\green0\blue0;\red0\green0\blue255;\red0\green255\blue255;\red0\green255\blue0;\red255\green0\blue255;\red255\green0\blue0;\red255\green255\blue0;\red255\green255\blue255;}{\fonttbl{\f0\froman\cpg0\fcharset0 Times New Roman;}{\f1\froman\cpg1252\fcharset0 Times New Roman;}{\f2\froman\cpg1251\fcharset204 Times New Roman;}{\f3\froman\cpg1250\fcharset238 Times New Roman;}{\f4\froman\cpg1257\fcharset186 Times New Roman;}{\f5\froman\cpg1254\fcharset162 Times New Roman;}{\f6\froman\cpg1253\fcharset161 Times New Roman;}{\f7\froman\cpg1255\fcharset177 Times New Roman;}}\paperw12240\paperh15840 \sectd \sbknone \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f1\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 most lively and evident share in deciding the lot of Prussia and in the proceedings of the Congress, and that it would be scarcely possible to conceive three men more unlike each other than the three distin\-guished Prussians of the Congress, Stein, Harden-berg, and Humboldt. 'If I were to attempt to characterise them exactly,' he adds, ' I should assign solid power to -Stein, social tact to Hardenberg, varied and ready skill to Humboldt.'}\par \pard \plain \cbpat0 {\cf0\f1\cchs0\lang1033\fs20 There are traces here, as in almost every part of Stein's life when he was busy, of outbursts of irrita\-bility. What is precisely referred to in the following we cannot now learn, but it is evidently something of the kind. It was written on the last day of the year by v. Gersdorff, representative of the Saxon Duchies. It contains New Year's wishes which are sent in writing because v. Gersdorff 'has been for some time aware that his presence is burdensome to your Excellency.' The wish, which is conveyed in the language of profound admiration, is that 'Heaven may grant Stein the power to believe in the exist\-ence of persons who appreciate and understand him, even when they do not tell him so, who love and honour him without preferring any claims, but are obliged to muster all their respect and love in order to withstand the piercing shafts of his disparage\-ment, and would gladly see him expend upon the ene\-mies of the good cause the vigour which enables him to give pain to his best and most faithful friends.'}\par }